Medicine for the discovery of "how chromosomes are protected by telomeres and the enzyme telomerase". In the1980s, Blackburn and Szostak discovered that a unique DNA sequence at chromosome ends (telomeres) protects chromosomes from degradation. In 1984, Greider and Blackburn identified telomerase -the enzyme that adds DNA repeats to chromosome ends. As telomere shortening speeds up cell ageing and high telomerase activity delays cellular senescence, these findings opened new 
Congratulations to these outstanding scientists! f r o m t h e e d i t o r s

